1326                             INDIAN MEDICINAL PLANTS
scanous, often tipped with purple. Pappus reddish, the exterioi
low veiy short, subpaleaceous, persistent, the inner hairs somewhat
flattened, deciduous, much shorter than the glabrous corollas. Achenes
4.5-6 mm. long, oblong-eylindnc, 10-nbbed9 pubescent.
Distribution     Throughout India     Often cultivated.   Ceylon
The seeds have a hot sharp taste; acrid, astringent to the bowels,
anthelmintic; cure ulceis, "vata" and "kapha"; used in skin
diseases, leucoderma, and fevers (Ayurveda).
The seeds have a shaip bitter taste; anthelmintic, purgative, used
for asthma, kidney troubles, hiccough, applied in inflammatory
swellings; remove blood from the liver; good for sores and itching
of the eyes; a depilatoiy (Yunam).
The seeds are considered as powerfully anthelmintic, and aie
also an ingredient of a compound powder prescribed in snake-bites.
On the Malabar Coast, an infusion of the seeds is given for
coughs and against flatulency. In the Punjab, it is considered
a febrifuge.
The seeds are very bitter and are used instead of quinine by the
Mundas of Chota Nagpur. In paralysis of the legs the powdeied
seeds are applied externally. When the stomach of cattle swells,
e.g., after they have grazed too much on paddy or iambi a plants, the
powdered seeds are mixed in equal quantity with salt and soot of the
fireplace. This is dissolved in water with the addition of two capsules
of Spanish pepper, and given as a drink.
In Travancore, the bruised seeds, ground up in a paste with
lime juice, are largely employed as a means of destroying pediculi
They are also given in anasarca and used for plasters for abscesses.
The seeds are also credited with tome, stomachic, and diuretic
properties.
The juice of the leaf is given to cure phlegmatic discharges from
tfee nostrils.
la Ceylon, the plant is used for fever convulsions.
The seeds of this plant are considered to possess very strong